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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


FOREIGN. 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY, 


Abstract of the thirteenth Report. 
(Continued from p. 86. vol. 2.) 


In that part of America which is subject to the British dominion, 
a Bible society has been formed in Nova Scotia, under the title of 
the Auxiliary Society of Yarmouth and Argyle. 

Your committee have also to acknowledge the receipt of 100. 
sterling from the Quebec auxiliary society. 

The missionaries, at Labrador are pursuing, with great assiduity, 
their useful labours, in completing their translation of the New 
Testament into the dialect of the Es uimaux. 

From the auxiliary Bible society of the people of colour in King- 
ston, (Ja.) your committee have received a second remittance of 
1411, 6s. 8d. 

The ey Bible society at English Harbour, in the island of 
Antigua, has also remitted the further sum of 251. sterling. 

At Berbice, an auxiliary Bible society has been established, un- 
der the patronage of his excellency, governour Bentinck. 

The formation of an auxiliary Bible society for the Peninsula of 
Sierra Leone, and the British settlements and establishments on 
the western coast of Africa, has been announced by his excellency 
C. Carthy, governour of Sierra Leone. This pleasing intelligence 
has been followed by remittances, to the amount of 2111. 16s. 8d, 
sterling, as contributions from the New African Auxiliary. 

Your committee are much indebted to the care of the Rev. G. 
Thom, in the disposal of the Bibles and Testaments sent to him for 
distribution at the Cape of Good Hope. Mr. Thom states the gra- 
titude of the Hottentots and slaves, when they receive the whole 
Bible, as a reward of their industry in reading the Scriptures. 

The intelligence from the Rev. ,. Read, at Bethelsdorp, in South 
Africa, is also very gratifying. He mentions, that a Hottentot, 
named Sampson, who, though more than fifty years of age, had 
learned to read, upon seeing the Bibles sent for distribution, ex- 
ae he “These are the weapons that will conquer Africa, they 
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have conquered me.” The first purchaser of a Bible was a Hot- 
tentot, who, at the age of forty, had also learned to read. 

In the oriental department of your committee’s report, the Cal- 
cutta pare Bible Society claims the first notice. It has print- 
ed and published versions of the New Testament, in Tamul and 
Cingalese, for the benefit of the natives on the coast of India and 
Ceylon; Malay Testaments in the Roman character, for the use of 
the Amboynese: and it is now engaged in printing the Bible in the 
Malay, Armenian, and Tamul languages; an edition of the Malay 
version of the Bible and Testament in the Arabic character; and 
one of the New Testament in the Malayalim, or Malabar language 
and character; besides the Hindoostanee Testament, translated by 
the joint labours of the late Mr. Martyn, and Mirza Fitret, in the 
Nagree, its proper character. This version was originally pub- 
lished, by the corresponding committee in the Persian character, 
for the use of another class of readers, at the expense of the Bri- 
tish and Foreign Bible Society. It is further proper to add, that 
by the assistance of the auxiliary society at Calcutta, Europeans 
and natives, speaking the English and Portuguese languages, are 
supplied with Bibles and Testaments respectively. 

he New Testament in vernacular Arabic is in circulation, and 
that the style of the version, for correctness and fidelity, is highly 
approved by the best Arabic schelars in Bengal, European and na- 
tive, whose opinions have been consulted. 

The Persian version of the New Testament, by Mr. Martyn, 
is, probably by this time, in circulation in India. 

From a memoir, relative to the progress of the translations car- 
rying on at Serampore in the year 1815, it appears, that the whole 
Scriptures have been published in the Bengalee and Orissa dia- 
lects. The Pentateuch, historical books of the Old Testament, 
and the New Testament have been published in Sanscrit. The 
Hagiographa is in the press, and the translation of the prophetick 
books nearly completed. The Pentateuch, and the historical books 
in the Mahratta language, have been long in circulation; other 
parts were nearly printed. The Sikh New Testament has been 
published. ‘Ibe Pentateuch in Chinese is in the press. Besides 
the above, the gospels have been translated into seventeen different 
dialects, of which some are now printing. 

Impressed with the extent and importance of these undertak- 
ings both at Calcutta and Serampore, your committee have made a 
special grant of 2,000/. to their corresponding committee in Ben- 

1, in addition to their annual! contribution of the like amount. 

The attention of the auxiliary society at Columbo in Ceylon, 
is closely directed to the publication of the version of the Cingalese 
New Testament by Mr. Tolfrey; and, accerding to the last ac- 
—* the printing was nearly advanced to the end of St. John’s 
Gospel. 

A letter from the honourable sir Alexander Johnstone, chief jus- 
tice of Ceylon, will appear in the appendix, giving an interesting 
account of the conversion of a priest of Budhoo, as “one of the 
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many proofe” which occur daily, of the effects produced among 
the natives, by the circulation of the holy Scriptures. 

A diligent perusal of the gospel in Cingalese, convinced him of 
the vast difference between the fabulous confusion of the Buddish 
mythology, and the simple impressive truths of divine revelation. 
It may be reasonably hoped, that, when the New Testament in 
Cingalese is in general circulation, the influence of the gospel will 
be more extensively felt. ' , 

Your committee have been informed, that the above-mentioned 
priest is now engaged in assisting tc translate the hely Scriptures. 

The second report of the Bombay auxiliary society has been 
received. It mentions the successful endeavours of the society to 
distribute the Scriptures in the Portuguese among the native chris- 
tians speaking that language, that a considerable number of copies 
had been slispersed in the islands of Bombay and Salsette; and that 
500 copies had been forwarded to Goa, at the particular request of 
the British envoy, who describes the natives, and even some 
priests, as anxious to receive them. 

Your committee trust, that these beginnings will be followed by 
other attempts for communicating the holy Scriptures to the na- 
tives within the proper sphere of the Bombay auxiliary society. 

Supplies of the Syriac Testament have been sent to other parts 
of India, for the benefit of the christians of the Syrian’ church. In 
this service they have been assisted by the liberality of a benefac- 
tress, who, upon contributing 600/. to the funds of the society, di- 
rected that 200/. should be appropriated to supplying tke Syriac 
christians with copies of the Scriptures in their own language. 

The intelligence from Java respecting the acceptance of the 
Chinese New Testament in that Island, is highly encouraging 
and interesting. It appears that many of them not only read the 
New Testament, but are anxious to obtain explanations of passages 
which they do not understand. These Chinese,” Mr. Supper 
writes, “have already turned their idols out of their houses, and 
are desirous of becoming christians.” One of the most opulent of 
the Chinese in Java observed: “I have read Mr. Morrison’s New 
Testament with pleasure; it is very fine; and it would be well if 
every one led such a life as Jesus Christ has taught him to lead.” 
This introduced a conversation, the result of which was, “that the 
Chinese, on his return to his home, tore all the painted images from 
the wall and threw them into the fire.” He has never since fre- 
quented the Chinese temples. 

Mr. Supper has also communicated some wey pleasing intelli- 
gence of the effects produced by the perusal of the Arabic Bible on 
the followers of Mahomed. 

One of his pupils reads the holy Scriptures with Mahomedans, 
three times a week, converses with them on what they have read, 
and oT afterwards join in prayer with him in his own house. 
Some of the priests have applied to Mr. Supper, through the same 


pupil, for an Arabic Bible. The solicitation is never acquiesced in. 
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_— - repetition of it proves an anxiety to obtain the favour so- 
icited. 

The Rev. Mr. Morrison was pursuing his important labours of 
translating the Old Testament into Chinese, and had advanced as 
far as the book of Psalms, when he was called upon to attend the 
Embassy to Pekin. 

Mr. Morrison had entered into an engagement for printing an 
edition of 8,000 copies, of the duodecimo Chinese New Soctutent. 
and 1,500 of the octavo edition, at Malacca. Your committee have 
assisted the important work in which Mr. Morrison is engaged, by 
a further donation of 1,0001, 

The formation of an auxiliary society at Amboyna, which has 
for its object the diffusion of the Scriptures among the numerous 
inhabitants of that, and the adjacent islands, is a new and interest- 
ing event. The letter, communicating the intelligence of its esta- 
blishment, was accompanied by a remittance of 346/. which has 
since been augmented to the sum of 9681. sterling, as the first year’s 
contribution of this society to the parent institution. 

Independently of the heathen tribes, the christian population 
of the Moluccas is alone computed to amount to about 20,000 souls, 
in general extremely ignorant of the doctrines and duties apper- 
taining to christianity, but not without a just reverence for the 
religion in which they have been educated. To these the Scriptures 
will be an invaluable present; and it will be the care of your com- 
mittee to furnish them. 

Branch Bible societies have been formed at Malacca, and Prince 
of Wales’s Island, in connexion with the Calcutta Auxiliary So- 
ciety, under the patronage of the governour and commandant re- 
spectively. 

The general result of the intelligence from the east, shows a 
progressive activity in promoting the circulation of the Scriptures, 
both among christians and heathens; and the success which has 
attended these exertions, affords an encouraging hope, that they 
will in time produce the most beneficial effects. 

The domestick occurrences of the society are now to be reported. 
It might reasonably have been expected, that, during a season of 
uncommon embarrassments and privations, the British and Foreign 
Bible Society would have felt its influence, in a temporary abridge- 
ment of its means, as arising from the publick benevolence. But 
your committee have no regret to express on this account; on the 
contrary, it will appear, from the specifications of the sums contri- 
buted by the auxiliary societies, since the last annual meeting, that 
the pure flame of charity has continued to glow with undiminished 
ardour. And it cannot fail te be highly gratifying to the members 
of this institution, to learn, that, during the last year, to the period 
when the society’s accounts are annually made up, the contribu- 
tions from auxiliary societies, amounted to no less a sum than 
52,0271. 9s. 8d., notwithstanding the accession of new societies has 
been inconsiderable, compared with former years, owing to the 
ground having been previously occupied. 
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Here a complete list of the auxiliary societies is given, stating 
the contributions paid by each and the date of their formation. On 
this subject it is remarked: 

While your committee return their grateful acknowledgements 
to the benefactors of the society, whether associated or individual, 
within and without the United Kingdom, they feel it a paramount 
duty to offer their devout thanksgiving to almighty God, for the 
liberal support which the institution has received. They are per- 
suaded that the charity on which its existence and efficiency de- 
pend, while it finds gratification in the humble hope that it may be 
made ‘subservient to the glory of God and the happiness of man, 
seeks neither applause nor remuneration: rejoicing in its power to 
administer to the wants of the household of faith at home and 
abroad, and to provide a repast of spiritual and immortal food for 
strangers and aliens whom it invites to partake of it, it implores 
the divine blessing on the application of its bounty, ascribing to 
God alone the praise and glory of the disposition which he has 
inspired. Contemplated as a proof of the deep interest which the 
object of the institution retains in the publick mind, it affords the 
tes gratification to the members and friends of the British and 

oreign Bible Society, as it must to all who feel that righteousness 
exalteth a nation, and that the work and effect of it are peace, and 
quietness, and assurance Jor ever. 

To what has been said in former reports on the subject of the 
Bible associations, which have so essentially contributed to enlarge 
the funds of the society, your committee will ‘only add the follow- 
ing observation: That the very principle of those associations is 
calculated to operate as a monitory and restraining influence on 
the members of them. ‘They see and feel the inconsistency of a 
hfe devoted to licentious indulgencies and immoral habits, with 
the open and reiterated profession of a veneration for that book 
which so forcibly and explicitly condemns them; whilst their regu- 
lated orderly meetings, and monthly and weekly contributions, for 
promoting the circulation of it, tend to invigorate those feelings 
and render them habitual. And when this influence is considered 
as extending (as, from the active etree ova of females and the 
young in this service of love, it will naturally do) to the families of 
the members of these associations, the consideration opens a new 
source of exhilirating hope, with respect to the rising and future 
generations. 

( To be continued.) 


—— 


JOURNAL OF THE MISSIONARIES AT CEYLON. 
(Concluded from page 121, vol. 2.) 


Tuesday, 23. Several persons have applied to join our native 
school. But as they are of a different cast from those who now be- 
long to the school, they could not be admitted without much difh- 
culty. Received a letter from brother Warren; he has visited ‘Tilli- 
pally and Batticotta; finds that the publick buildings, a house and 
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church at each place, are in a ruinous state. The plan and valuation 
of the premises will soon be sent on to government by the collector. 
{t excites much interest in those parts, that missionaries are coming 
among them. 

Tuesday, 30. Attended the missionary breakfast at the Rev. Mr. 
Armour’s. Heard an address from the words “Go ye out into all the 
world,” &c. Sent letters to the Rev. Messrs. Ringletaube and 
Loveless, at Madras. 

Wednesday, 31. Received a letter from brother Warren, contain- 
ing some estimates of the expenditures requisite for putting the 
dwelling-houses at T. and B. into a habitable state. 

Sabbath, Jug. 4. Held our communion. Received two soldiers 
of the 73d regiment into our church. This day the Columbo Bible 
Society met at the king’s house. After a very excellent and appro- 
me sermon in the Fort church, by the Hon. and Rey. T. J. Twis- 
eton, a report was read by the Rev. G. Bisset, secretary to the so- 
ciety, containing much information on the moral state of the island. 
It appears, that the new Cingalese version has been printed as far as 
the Epistle to the Romans. The printing business ~ been advan- 
ced very rapidly since it has been superintended by the Rev. Mr. 
Harvard, one of the Wesleyan missionaries. It was gratifying to 
hear from the lips of his excellency, the governour, who is.the presi- 
dent of the society, that no part of his official duty gave him more 
pleasure, than that which related to the propagation of christianity 
among the inhabitants of the island. 

Monday, 5. All the Wesleyan missionaries on the island, being 
ten in number, are now holding a conference at this place. We 
learn, that three of them are to be stationed at Jaffna, one at Trin- 
comale, one at Batticalo, two at Galle, one at Matura, and two at 
Columbo. We consider it a pleasing circumstance, that we have an 
opportunity of knowing from personal acquaintance, that they are 
men who appear to be zealously engaged in the good cause. From 
a letter just received from brother Warren, it appears doubtful 
whether either of the houses at T. and B. can be repaired before the 
rainy season commences in that part of the island; ¢. e. before the 
latter part of October. Ifnot, we shall doubtless reside at Jaffna- 
patam, where we shall be favourably situated for commencing the 
study of the Malabar language. 

Tuesday, 6. Resolved, that brothers Warren and Poor occu 
the station at Tillipally; and brothers Richards and Meigs that at 
Batticotta. 

Thursday, 8. Learned that the government has received a com- 
munication from the collector at Jaffna, concerning the publick 
buildings at T. and B. We may hope soon to have an answer to 
our letter, requesting a grant of the lands, churches, &c. 

Thursday, 22. Received another letter from brother Warren, 
containing information on various subjects. We experience many 
advantages in consequence of his being at Jaffna before us. 

Sabbath, Sept. 1. Communed with brother Chater’s church; the 
number of communicants nineteen. At this meeting brother and 
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sister Bardwell dedicated their child, named Horatio Furbush, to 
the Lord by baptism. This was done in the Baptist place of wor- 
ship; a circumstance worthy of notice, as it shows that our Baptist 
brethren here have a liberality of sentiment that is worthy the imi- 
tation of others. In the evening, we attended at the dedication of 
a new church in the Pettah. It has been built partly by subscrip- 
tion, and partly at the expense of government. The Hon. and Rev. 
T. J. Twisleton has had the superintendence of the business. The 
sermon at the dedicatioa was preached by the Rev. G. Bisset. This 
church is designed mainly for the benefit of those who speak the 
Portuguese language. Occasivnally, however, there will be preach- 
ing in it in the Cingalese and English languages. A few weeks 
ago, we attended the preaching of the first anniversary sermon of 
the opening of the new Malabar church. A collection was made te 
assist in building a school-house for the Malabar congregation. In 
this church, the Rev. C. David is now preaching. In the course of 
a few weeks, a new church, built by the Wesleyan missionaries, 
will be completed and dedicated to the service of God. In view 
of these things, every disciple of Jesus, in this land of pagan dark- 
ness, cannot but exclaim with peculiar emotions of gratitude and 
joy, “How amiable are thy tabernacles, O Lord, God of Hosts.” 

Monday, 2. Engaged a dhony, or small vessel, to carry our fam- 
ilies and all our efiects to Jaffna, for the sum of 350 rix dollars. 

Saturday, 7. Received a letter from brother Warren, in which he 
informs us that he is making every exertion to put the houses at T.. 
and B. into a habitable state before the rains. He assigns several 
important reasons for taking actual possession of the places imme- 
diately, even though we may be unable at present to obtain a deed 
or lease of them. The expeuses for temporary repairs will not much 
exceed the sum we should be obliged to pay for house rent, if we 
should reside ten or twelve months at Jaffuapatam. 

Sabbath, 8. Received a letter from captain Titcomb, the super- 
cargo of the Dryad, dated off Diamond harbour, Aug. 3, containing 
much interesting information. He informs us, that he has forwar- 
ded to us by way of Bumbay, letters from America. We are very 
anxious to receive them, as intelligence from our native country is 
most grateful to us. 

Monday, 9. This morning the missionary meeting was held at our 
house; brother Griffiths gave an address. 

Friday, 18. Dismissed our native school; have much satisfaction 
in reviewing this part of our work; our services in the school have 
been wholly gratuitous. 

Monday, 16. ‘l'wo of the brethren waited on sir Alexander John- 
stone. He is much in favour of our settling at Jaffna. 

Wednesday, 18. Dismissed our European school, having contin- 
ued it three months. Busily empluyed in packing our furniture, &c. 
to put on board the dhony. Sent a letter to the governour, in which 
we expressed our thanks for the many favours he has shewn us 
since we have been on the island; and informed him that we were 
about to remove to Jaffna. Fearing that our families, together with 
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furniture, &. cannot be conveniently conveyed in one dhony to 
Jaffna, brother and sister Poor have concluded to take passage in a 
smal] boat, in company with Mr. Wilkins, a respectable merchant 
belonging to this place. , 

Friday, 20. Early this morning brother and sister Poor left Co- 
jumbo for Calpentyn, about eighty or ninety miles distant, at which 
place they expect to tarry a day or two, and then take another boat 
and proceed to Jaffnapatam. , 

25. Brother and sister Richards, and brother and sister Meigs 
took passage to Jaffna in the dhony with our goods. On leaving 
Columbo we received many proofs of kindness and tokens of affec- 
tion from the people, particularly from those who are interested in 
the missionary cause. We took our final leave of brother and sister 
Bardwell, and left them in a comfortable state at Columbo, waiting 
for an opportunity to go to Bombay. 

P.S. Jaffnapatam, Oct.9, 1816. 

It was our intention to close this journal, and prepare a letter to 
the prudential! committee before we left Columbo, but a pressure of 
business during the last week we resided there prevented; conse- 
quently brother Bardwell’s name is not subjoined. 

EDWARD WARREN, 
JAMES RICHARDS, 
BENJAMIN C. MEIGS, 
DANIEL POOR. 


—_? +o 


DOMESTICK. 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 
‘Blessed is he that considereth the poor, the Lord will deliver him 
in time of trouble.”’ 


The cultivated mind accords with every act that promotes hu- 
man happiness, and rescues youth from ignorance. We may 
humbly hope, that the spirit of the Redeemer is the benign agent who 
influences the disposition so happily prevailing to distribute the 
word of life to the destitute, and to establish Free Schools for the 
instruction of the ignorant. 

The inestimable advantages of Sunday Schools, are no longer 
questionable; while they afford instruction to the indigent, they al- 
so withdraw on the Sabbath from our streets, from dissipation and 
from vice, the young and inexperienced, on the right direction of 
whose course in early life, depend in a great degree their own hap- 
piness and the security of our political and religious rights. “Train 
up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not 
depart from it.”” Nine of these beneficial institutions are now in 
successful operation in this city, profitably educating and in part 
supplying with clothing, 1,138 boys; and for the arduous duty of 
teaching them, we are indebted to the voluntary and gratuitous 
services of young men of respectable character and pious dispo- 
sitions. To premote more extensively the object of their generous 
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wishes, and to unite in this work of love, the feelings, counsels and 
labours of all who profess and call themselves christians,” several 
school societies have formed an Union Board of Delegates, who, in 
adopting the following constitution, hope under divine Providerice 
to be instrumental in perpetuating the blessings of religious edu- 
cation. 

We, the subscribers, having been delegated by the respective 
Male Sunday school societies in the city of Baltimore, to form an 
association for the better promoting the various and laudable ob- 
jects of Sunday school societies, do therefore adopt the following 
articles as a constitution for the regulation and government of said 
association. 

ARTICLE 1, 

This association shall be denominated “The Union Board of 
Delegates from the Male Sunday School Societies of Baltimore,” 
and shall be composed of five delegates from each of the Sunday 
school societies, whose representatives shall now or hereafter sign 
and confirm this constitution. 

ARTICLE I1.* 

The objects of this association shall be to encourage and assist 
those engaged in the superintendance and instruction of Sunday 
schools; to promote the establishment of new schools; to improve 
the methods of teaching; and to unite the christian feelings, the 
counsels and labours of persons of different religious denominations 
in those benevolent undertakings. 

ARTICLE III. 

The board shall, on the fourth Monday in December annually, 
elect by ballot from its own body, a meser, Sard two vice presidents, 
a treasurer, a corresponding secretary, and a recording secretary. 
The president, and in his absence one of the vice-presidents, shall 

reside in the nen ee the board, and in their absence any mem- 
ts of the board may be called to the chair-—Special meetings may 
be called by the president, or in his absence or refusal, by either 
of the vice presidents, and im the absence or refusal of all these 
officers, then by any three members of the board who may deem 
such meeting necessary. 
ARTICLE IV. 

It shall be the duty of the board to solicit and receive subscrip- 
tions and contributions towards carrying into effect the objects of 
this association, to provide such books and other articles as may be 
suitable for the general use of the schools connected with this board, 
to take measures for eee the state of the respective schools, 
and to endeavor to procure such information as may further the 
designs of Sunday school societies. 

ARTICLE V. 

The stated meetings of this board shall be held on the second 
Mondays in January, April, July, and October, when the quarterly 
reports from the respective Sunday school societies represented in 


® This Article, with the exception of ene word, is ied fram the 2d article of the New York 
Unien Male Sunday Sebool Secinty. Pe + aoe 
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the board, shall be examined, and in the month of December, an 
annual report of their proceedings, and of the general state of the 
Sunday schools connected with the board, shall be published. Nine 
members of the board, including officers present, shall be a suffi- 
cient number for the transaction of all business, except the appro- 
priation of money, for which purpose a meeting composed of a ma- 
jority of the whole board shall be necessary. 
ARTICLE VI. 

The votes on any question or proposition to be submitted to the 
board, shall be taken according to representation, and each delega- 
tion from a Sunday school society shall have one vote. 

ARTICLE VII. 

The several Sunday School Societies now connected with, or that 
may hereafter join this association, shall net be controled or inter- 
fered with in the management of their respective funds or schools, 
and all appropriations of money by this board, shall have reference 
to the want of the schools to which they shall be made, and not be 
restricted to the interest which such schools might be supposed to 
have in the funds of this association. 

ARTICLE VIII. ' 

The beard of delegates shall have the power of making such by- 
laws as may be necessary for the government of this association, not 
inconsistent with the provisions and spirit of this constitution, and 
all meetings of the board shal] be opened and closed with prayer. 

ARTICLE IX. 

This constitution shall not be altered without the concurrence of 
two thirds of the board, to be ascertained by votes taken in the man- 
ner prescribed by the sixth article, and no motion for the alteration 
of this constitution shall be acted on until the next stated meeting 
after tne same shall have been proposed. 


Samuel I. Donaldson, ) 6) behalf of the Sunday School under 


Robert Neilson . 
John Gibson, the patronage of St. Paul’s Church. 


‘Thomas E. Bond, 
James Hanson, 


Asbury Sunday and Evening School 


C. R. Fite, SOY 

Robert Golder, 

G. Bayley, First Associate Reformed Presbyterian. 
Greenbury Ridgely, jr. 


J. Johnson 
O. H. Thomas, of Baltimore. 


James H. Parmele, 

R. M. Hail, Baltimore Sunday School Association. 
A. Wallace, 

Ww. Krebz, : 

R. Batturs, f St. Peter’s Male Sunday School. 
J. E. Jackson, , 


John Miles, f First Baptist Male Sunday School Society 
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Henry Alexander, 
John Cook, 
Edw. J. Coale, 


O. H. Tuomas, Sec’ry. 


few Church Male Sunday School. 


ROBT. NEILSON, Chairman. 


Baltimore, 15th December, 1817. 


The following gentlemen compose the delegates from the Male 
Sunday Schools connected with the Union Board: 


From St. Paul's. 


Nicholas Brice, Robert Neilson, 
Saml. I. Donaldson, Dr. J. Baer. 
John Gibson, 

The Asbury. 


Dr. Thomas E. Bond, 
Isaac Burneston, 
Owen Dorsey, 


Moses Hand, 
Rev. Dr. Geo. Roberts. 


The Associate Reformed Presbyterian. 


James Martin, 
William Morris, 
Edward Palmer, 


From the F 
Alex. M’Kim, 
John Miles, 
J. Johnson, 


James Fulton, 
William Dunn. 


irst Baptist. 
Alex. Finnister, 
O. H. Thomas. 





First Presbyterian. 


Rev. James H. Parmlee, 
Rev. Joshua T. Russell, 
Richard M. Hall, 


St. F 
William Krebz, 
Noah Ridgely, 
Richard Batturs, 
Christ 


Edward J. Coale, 
James L. Hawkins, 
H. Alexander, 


Eljjah P. Barrows, 
John P. Coulter. 


eter’s. 
J. E. Jackson, 
R. B. Magruder. 


Church. 
R. H. Owen, 
Francis Forster. 





OrFicERS OF THE Union Boarp. 
President—Hon. Nicholas Brice. 
Vice Presidents—Dr. Thomas E. Bond, William Krebz. 


Treasurer—William Morris. 


Corresponding Secretary—S. I. Donaldson. 
Recording Secretary—O. H. Thomas. 





MISCELLANEOUS. 


ELEGANT EXTRACT FROM A SERMON ON AUTUMN. 
And Isaac went out to meditate in the field at the eventide. 


There is an “eventide” in the 


Gen. 24, 63. 
day—an hour when the sun retires 


and shadews fall, and when nature assumes the appearance of so- 
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berness and silence. It is an hour from which every where the 
thoughtless fly, as peopled only in their imagination with images of 
gloom; it is the hour, on the other hand, which, in every age, the 
wise have loved, as bringing with it sentiments and affections more 
valuable than all the splendours of the day. 

Its first impression is to still all the turbulence of thought or pas- 
sion which the day may have brought forth. We follow with our 
eye descending suns; we listen to the decaying sounds of labour 
and of toil—and, when all the fields are silent around us, we feel a 
kindred stillness to breathe upon our souls; and to calm them from 
the agitations of society. From this first impression, there is a se- 
cond, which naturally follows it—In the day we are living with men 
—in the “eventide” we are living with nature; we see the world 
withdrawing from us—the shadows of night darken over the habita- 
tions of men, and we feel ourselves alone. It is an hour fitted as it 
would seem, by Him who made us, to still, but with gentle hand, the 
throb of every unruly passion, and the ardour of every impure de- 
sire, and, while it veils for a time the world that misleads us, to 
awaken in our hearts those legitimate affections which the heat of 
the day may have dissolved, there is yet a further scene it presents 
tous. While the world withdraws from us, and while the shades 
of the evening darken upon our dwellings, the splendours of the fir- 
mament come forward to our view. In our moments when earth is 
overshadowed, heaven opens to our eyes the radiance of a sublimer 
Being; our hearts follow the successive splendours of the scene; 
and while we forget for a time the obscurity of earthly concerns, we 
feel that there are “yet greater things than these.” 

There isin the second place an “‘eventide” in the year—a season 
when the sun withdraws his propitious light—when the winds arise 
and the leaves fall and nature around us seems to sink into decay. 
It is said in general to be the season of melancholy; and if, by this 
word be meant that it is the time of solemn and of serious thought 
it is undoubtedly the season of melancholy: yet it is a melancholy 
so soothing, so gentle in its approach, and so prophetick in its in- 
fluence, that they who have known it, as instinctively, that it is the 
doing of God, and that the heart of man is not thus finely touched, 
but to fine issues. 

When we go into the field in the evening of the year, a different 
voice approaches us. We regard, even in spite of ourselves, the 
still but steady advances of time. A few days ago, and the summer 
of the year was grateful, and every element was filled with life, and 
the sun of heaven seemed to glory in his ascendant. He is now en- 
feebled in his power; the desert no more ‘blossoms like the rose;” 
the song of joy is no more heard among the branches; and the earth 
is strewed with the foilage which once bespoke the magnificence of 
summer. Whatever may be the passions which society has awa- 
kened, we pause amid this apparent desoiation of nature. We sit 
down in the lodge, ‘‘of the way faring man in the wilderness,” and 
we feel that all we witness is the emblem of our own fate. Such 
also, in a few years will be our condition. The blossoms of our 
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spring—the pride of our summer, will also fade into decay, and the 
pulse that beats high with virtuous or with vicious desire, will gra- 
dually sink, and then must stop forever. We rise from our medita- 
tions with hearts softened and subdued, and we return into life as 
into a shadowy scene, where we have disquieted ourselves in vain. 

Yet a few years ye think, and all that now bless, or all that now 
convulse humanity, will also have perished. The mightiest pagean- 
try of life will pass—the loudest notes of triumph or of conquest will 
be silent in the grave; the wicked, wherever active, “will cease from 
troubling,’ and the weary, wherever suffering, “will be at rest.” 
Under an impression so profound, we feel our own hearts better. 
The cares, the animosities, the hatreds which society may have en- 

endered, sink unperceived from our bosoms. In the general deso- 
ation of nature, we feel the littleness of our passions—we look for- 
ward to that kindred evening which time must bring te all, we anti- 
cipate the graves of those we hate and of those we love. Every un- 
kind passion falls, with the leaves that fall around us—and we re- 
turn slowly to our homes, and to society which surrounds us with 
the wish only to enlighten or to bless them. 

There is an eventide in human life, a season when the eye be- 
comes dim and strength decays, and when the winter of age begins 
to shed, upon the human head, its prophetick snow. It is the season 
of life to which the present is most analagous, and much it becomes, 
and much it would profit you, my elder brethren, to mark instruction 
which the season brings. 

The spring and the summer of your days are gone, and with them 
not only the joys they knew, but many of the friends who gave them. 
You have entered upon the autumns of your being, and whatever 
may have been the profusion of your spring, or the warm intempe- 
rance of your summer, there is yet a season of stillness and solitude, 
which the beneficence of heaven affords you, in which you may me- 
ditate upon the past and the future, and prepare yourselves for the 
mighty change which you are soon to undergo. 

In the long retrospect of your journey, you have seen every day 
the shades of the evening fall, and every year the clouds of winter 
gather. But you have seen also every succeeding year, spring re- 
tarn to renovate the winter of nature: It is now you may understand 
the magnificent language of heaven—it mingles its voice with that 
of revelation—it summons you in these hours, when the leaves fal! 
and the winter is gathering, to that evening study which the mercy 
of heaven has provided in the book of salvation:—And while the 
shadowy valley opens, which leads to the abode of death, it speaks 
of that hand which can conduct to these green pastures, and these 
still waters, where there is an eternal spring for the cluldren of Gop. 


A 


CHRISTIAN PHILOSOPHY. 

The whole world of nature, no less than those of grace aud ot 
glory, is under the absolute dominion and the never-ceasing direc- 
tion of God. Every wind that blows, is of his breathing: and ever 
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drop, whether fluid or condensed, that falls from the sky, is of his 
sending. At this very time, must the 9p ty nations confess, that 
he giveth snow like wool; he scattereth the hoar frost, like ashes; 
he casteth forth his ice, like morsels: who can stand before his cold? 
Psalm cxlivii, 16, 17.—He saith to the snow, be thou on the earth: 
likewise to the small rain, and to the great rain of his strength.— 
Job xxxvii, 6. 

Let the same question be put to my readers, which speaking 
Omnipotence once put to Job. (chap. xxxviii, 22.) “Hast thou en- 
tered into the treasures of snow?” Hast thou considered its na- 
ture, its properties, and its uses? 

Dew, mist, rain, hail, and clouds, are no more than coalitions of 
watery vapours, which have been partly forced towards the surface 
of our terraqueous globe, by the wae fires with which its bowels 
are fraught: and partly drawn up from it, by the insinuating, at- 
tractive agency of the sun. The humid particles, thus exhaled, 
naturally ascend; as being, in their uncombined state, lighter than 
the surrounding air: and persist to soar, until they arrive at a re- 
gion of the atmosphere, where their flight is stopped by other pre- 
ceding vapours, already exhaled, and condensed into clouds. Thus 
arrested and detained, they unite (like co-alescing spherules of 
quicksilver, or like the contracting globules of water in a contain- 
ing vessel) into floating masses; aad remain in a state of literal 
suspense and fluctuation, until, by accumulated compression, and 
by their own collected weight, they become specifically heavier 
than the sustaining air, and fall in larger or smaller drops to the 
earth and ocean from whence they sprung.—Striking representa- 
tion of man, in his best estate of mortal excellence! Are you rich, 
or exalted, or prosperous, or gay? remember, that you are under as 
absolute obligation to Providence for these glittering distinctions, 
as a rising vapour is indebted, for its transitory elevation, to the 
action of the solar beams. And, vapour like, you too must fall, 
after having hovered your few destined moments: for, dust thou 
art, and unto dust shalt thou return. An inspired pen has both 
started and resolved the question: What is your life? It is even a 
vapour that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away. 
James iv, 14. If so, 

«Why all this toil, for triumphs of an hour? 
What tho’ we wade in wealth, or soar in fame! 
Earth’s highest glory ends in, ‘here he lies!’ 
And ‘dust to dust’ concludes her noblest song.”’ 

Be wise, therefore, to slip the cable of your affections from the 
word’s evanid shore. Supplicate the holy Spirit to make you rich 
towards God; and, under the sweet breezes of his gracious influ- 
ence, set sail in good earnest for the kingdom of heaven. 

When the watery treasures of the sky descend to their native 
earth, more like respectful visitants, than like rude invaders, that 
is, in moderate quantities, and with not too impetuous force, we 
ca)l them showers. When they greatly exceed in those two par- 
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ticulars, we give them the hostile name of storms. Thus the hu- 
man passions, if rectified and regulated by supernatural grace, are 
instruments of happiness, and productive of the most beneficial ef- 
fects. But, if unrestrained by Providence, and unrefined by the 
Holy Ghost, they operate like the deadly Egyptian tempest, which 
smote both man and beast, and destroyed every herb, and brake 
all the trees of the field. Exod. iv, 25. 

While the middle regions of the air are impregnated with frost, 
the falling drops catch cold, (if the expression may be allowed,) 
and are congealed, in the course of their descent. Hail, and snow, 
are but other names for different modifications of frozen rain. 
Hail is rain consolidated into a hard and heavy mass. Snow is 
a multitude of small, hooked icicles, which, interfering with each 
other in their fall, become aint a entangled and interlinked, 
and cahere in delicate but irregular flakes, of very light, because of : 
very expansive and superficia!, texture. If snow is no more than 
particles of water, congealed in their passage to the earth, it affords 
but too just an emblem of our affections, when, instead of aspiring 
to God in Christ, they subside and gravitate towards a perishable 
world. Under such spiritual declension, our comforts are chilled, 
and our graces benumbed: until a fresh rising of the sun of righte- 
ousness upon our souls dissolves the moral frost, and again warms 
us into the meltings of penitential love. His beams strike upon 
the rock, and then.the waters flow. TOPLADY. 


CATHOLICK PERSECUTION. 

In a former letter, (dated 17 March last.) he* mentions a young 
man (a native of England) who called upon him requesting a Bible. 
He had spent nine of his youthful years in the West Indies; after 
which he was desirous of visiting’ Malta, where his sister had re- 
sided about 15 years. Soon after his arrival he caught the plague, 
None then raged in Malta,) and was in expectation of death. 

is sister, who had become a Catholick, introduced a priest to 
him, who baptized him a Catholick. His health, however, was 
restored; after which, upor reading the Scriptures, which he ex- 
amined chiefly for the purpose of confirming his Popish principles, 
he began to perceive their falsehood, and gained further light by 
conversing with Mr. Lowndes. He told his confessor he had a 
Bible; but he was strictly charged not to read it. He was deter- 
mined, however, to persevere; and the consequence has been his 
renouncing Popery, and attending worship constantly with Mr. L. 
and his friends. He suffers much in his wordly circumstances, by 
this chauge of his profession. He endures patiently the persecu- 
tion of his (former) father confessor and other priests, of his wife, 
and her grandmother who lives with them, and most of all! from 
his sister, who coming to his house to reprove him, struck him vio- 
lently on his face; and finding that it was his Bible which had ef- 
fected the change, came to the house next day, when he was from 


* Mr. Lowndes, a Missionary in Malta. 
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home, took away his Bible and burnt it. He procured another 
however, from Mr Lowndes, and continues strongly attached to 
the Protestant congregation. 


FROM THE GENTLEMAN’S MAGAZINE. 


FILIAL SORROWS, 
On the Death of an excellent Mother. 


Teach me to mourn, Urania! sacred maid, 

A dear lov’d mother’s death, in solemn strains;- 
So will I sigh a requiem to her shade,— 

So will I show affection still remains. 


So, pure departed spirit! will I sing 
A dirge that flows spontaneous from the heart; 
For, oh! what solace does to sorrow spring, 
What joy in grief does poesy impart! 


Yet, why thus mourn—from suffering a release 
To one, who was by all rever’d, below’d! 

One, who, now bless’d with everlasting peace, 
From human care and sorrow is remov’d. 


Long, long, alas! she was by pain oppress’d; 
Yet, patient as a lamb about to die, 
Meek resignation shed the balm of rest, 
And hope beam’d brightly from the opening sky. 


Her spirit, fitted with the blest to live, 
By angels borne to realms of boundless joy, 
Tastes of the pleasures death alone can give; 
Pure from the fount of bliss without alloy. 


Then, should I weep as one of hope depriv’d? 
As if we never were to meet again? 

Forbid it, Heav’n—for, when from dust reviv’d, 
We shall unite, nor feel a parting pain. 


Then, O my soul! repress the rising sigh; 
For, sure shall I behold her face to face, 
In God’s own Paradise;—no more to die, 
My friend—my mother there again embrace. 


Be thou my guide, Rericion! heavenly power! 
Who ’gainst death’s terrors fortified her mind, 
Succour me to, in sorrow’s trying hour, 
And ever bless me with thine influence kind! 
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